A plate assay technique for the vitamin B6 complex was first developed using Saccharo -myces carlsbergensis by Jones and Morris (1) and they stated that this method had a precision closely approaching that of the original turbi dimetric method.
Thereafter, several inf orma tions (2-5) on the plate assay method with some modifications have been published. It has not been, however, widely applied to determination of vitamin B6 because of its chief disadvantage of a relative insensitivity to the vitamin.
The present paper describes an agar plate Table 3 gives the results of the estimations made on some natural products from animal and vegetable sources, compared with estima tions obtained by the turbidimetric technique. The total vitamin B6 values obtained on these samples agreed well with those determined by the turbidimetric method, except for a few samples, pork liver and peanut, which were about 10% lower than the latter method. Also, Fig. 3 illustrates an example of practical use of the plate method for the vitamin B6 assay made on rice bran extract. The characters of the growth zones of the sample were quite similar to those of the standard; they were sufficiently clear and sharply-defined.
2) Validity of Assay To prove the validity of the method, the ability of the assay technique to give theoretical results for pyridoxine added to each sample should be examined. This was tested by adding different amounts of pyridoxine to a sample solution and assaying as previously described. The results are presented in Table 3 . The recovery rates of the added vitamin B6 fell All results were reported on the basis of pyridoxine hydrochloride as a reference standard,
